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PRODUGT FOGUS

Yachts get CNC treatment

Burger Boat customers demand attention to detail for
their custom interiors

By Steve Ehle

Burger Boat Company

Location:
Manitowoc, Wis.
Established:

1863
Products/services:
$15 to $25 million yachts; boat
refitting
Market area:
Worldwide
Facility size:
101,000 sq. ft. (7,500 sq. ft. in the
millwork shop) on 7-1/2 acres
Employees:

330; woodworkers
(15 in joiner shop and 35
on the boats)
AV/-1[01,,1-H
Two to three yachts
per year, with five to seven in
production at any one time
President:

David Ross
Vice President:
Jim Ruffolo
Millwork manager:
Mike Mitchell

They were making boats well before
Henry Ford rolled his first Fliver off
the line in Detroit. When their first
boat was launched, the Civil War was in full
swing. Now, 142 years later, it’s still “all in
the details” at Burger Boat Company. A lot
of details.

This Manitowoc, Wis. company is one of
a handful of boat builders worldwide which
produce custom yachts for a select group of
primarily private sector clients willing and
able to write checks in the multimillion-dol-
lar range.

People willing to invest in a Burger Boat
yacht — or even two, as is the case most
recently — know what they want. And what
they want they get, thanks to a company phi-
losophy and production scheme that places

Mike Mitchell, Burger Boat millwork manager, oversees all
wood-related fabrication.






